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B I L INGUAL I SM 	 IN 	 THE 	AUT I SM 	 SPECTRUM	D I SORDER : 	 SHOULD 	MY 	

CH I LD 	 L EARN 	A 	 SECOND 	LANGUAGE?  
Diagnoses of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) have soared to one in every 68 children in the United States. 
Because of severe delay in their first language development, bilingual parents of children with ASD are 
commonly advised to speak only one language with their children. A small but growing number of researchers, 
however, has reported the positive impact of bilingualism on language and cognitive development of the ASD 
population. Future studies should determine whether children with ASD have the capacity to be balanced 
bilinguals and explore their unique language developmental processes. Furthermore, studies that shed the light 
on parents’ current practices on bilingualism with their children with ASD and what factors affect their decisions 
or their outcomes are needed. In this presentation, I will discuss the four studies I have conducted over the past 
few years. The first study investigated whether bilingualism would cause additional delay in vocabulary 
development in children with ASD by comparing the vocabulary knowledge of English-Japanese bilingual 
children with ASD to those of bilingual children without ASD and to monolingual children with ASD. The 
second study examined the perspectives of bilingualism and language practices of the Japanese parents who 
were raising children with ASD in the U.S. The third and the fourth studies investigated possible effects of six 
instructional interventions on reading comprehension skills of English-Japanese bilingual children and 
adolescents with ASD. As more children are diagnosed with ASD, more students with ASD are entering the 
general education classroom, and teachers are faced with daunting tasks of understanding their special needs and 
formulating strategies that will help them succeed. The pedagogical implications for teaching material 
preparation and remedial instruction for learners with diverse needs and particular cognitive processes will be 
discussed.  
 


